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Restoring Local Rights on Tobacco Prevention Policies 

 

COMMON QUESTIONS PUBLIC HEALTH RESPONSE 

1. What’s the history of this 
issue?  

 
 

In 1986, several Oklahoma communities began to adopt ordinances restricting 
smoking in public places. Internal tobacco industry documents show that 
tobacco lobbyists in Oklahoma responded quickly by advocating for special 
“preemption” clauses to be placed in state tobacco laws. 

2. Where laws are in other 
states?  

Oklahoma is one of only two states in the nation (along with Tennessee) that 
prohibits communities from adopting any ordinance on tobacco that’s 
stronger than state law.  

3. Why does Oklahoma need 
to restore local rights for 
tobacco prevention? 

Communities need the right to address critical matters of public health and 
safety. Smoking is Oklahoma’s leading cause of preventable death, costing 
over 6,000 lives and over $2.8 billion in medical costs and lost productivity 
each year.  

4. Will restoring local rights be 
positive or negative for 
economic development in 
Oklahoma? 

 

On average, smokers miss over 50% more days of work per year than 
nonsmokers. A healthier Oklahoma will lead to a healthier workforce, good for 
employers and the economy. For example, more than 25 national 
organizations have adopted policies to only hold meetings in smoke free cities.  

5. What could cities and towns 
do when local rights are 
restored? 

Examples of local action might include providing 100% smoke free workplaces.  

Cities need to be able to ensure stores are not selling tobacco to kids 
and responding as needed to emerging tobacco industry tactics.  City officials 
need to be trusted to make wise decisions based on input from their 
electorate. 

6. Will local tobacco 
prevention measures hurt 
convenience store chains? 

Convenience stores are accustomed to operating successfully in states where 
local rights are allowed. In Oklahoma, stores already accommodate different 
tax and building codes.   

7. Will convenience store 
employees have to be 
trained differently in each 
location? 

Business people are intelligent and sophisticated enough to adjust to local 
ordinances, and already train their employees on differences within varying 
jurisdictions.   

8. Will the restaurant industry 
be adversely affected by 
local smoke free 
ordinances? 

As adopted, HB2774 by Rep. Kris Steele provides rebates to restaurants that 
eliminate their smoking rooms and become 100% smoke free.  Extensive 
studies prove that there has been no negative impact from smoke free laws or 
ordinances.   

9. Will restoring local rights 
give Tribal Nations an 
advantage?   

As sovereign nations, tribal governments are already allowed to adopt 
tobacco prevention policies. Restoring local rights would not impact what they 
can or cannot do. Many major tribes have already made all of their 
restaurants smoke free. 

10. Who is advocating that the 
Oklahoma State Legislature 
restore local rights for 
tobacco prevention 
policies?   

Restoring local rights is a priority of the Oklahoma Alliance on Health or 
Tobacco, Oklahoma Health Improvement Plan, the State Turning Point 
Council, the Oklahoma Municipal League, the State Chamber and dozens of 
other major health, business and civic organizations.  


